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DEPT PASS COMMERCE FOR BOWDEN/BEWT 

E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: ETRD US US 

SUB J : US-USSR COMMERCIAL COMMISSION MEETING 
REF: STATE 100070 

1. UPON RECEIPT OF MESSAGE TRANSMITTED AS REQUESTED REFTEL, 
EXECUTIVE SECRETARY OF SOVIET SECTION CORBUNOV NOTED THAT WHILE 
SOVIET SIDE APPRECIATED INFORMATION ABOUT INTENT OF US SECTION, 
ABSENCE OF EARLIER NOTICE MAY OBLIGE SOVIETS TO DEFER ANY 
RESPONSE TO US PRESENTATION. 

2. GORBUNOV REMARKED THAT APART FROM SEVERAL SOMEWHAT THORNY 

ASPECTS OF THIS PROBLEM AS HE UNDERSTOOD IT, THERE REMAINS 
WITHIN FOREIGN TRADE MINISTRY VIEW AMONG "SEVERAL INFLUENTIAL 
OFFICIALS" THAT MARINE CARGO INSURANCE PROBLEMS ARE PROPERLY 
RESPONSIBILITY OF SOV MERCHANT MARINE MINISTRY AND THUS WITHIN 
PURVIEW OF JOINT MARITIME COMMISSION. GORBUNOV ADDED, HOWEVER, 
THAT HE DID NOT MEAN TO FORECAST SOVIET REACTION BUT ONLY TO 
INDICATE AWKWARDNESS IN COORDINATING SOVIET RESPONSE AT THIS 
LATE DATE. 
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